USBCHA BOD MEETING
DECEMBER 2, 2025

Attending:

BOD: Paul Batz, Sue Schoen, Shane Scallan, Viki Kidd, Fiona Robertson, Rachel
Ritland, Bob Allen, Jeanine Henigin, Lori Perry, Jan Stebbins, Terry Murray Haley
Hunewell, Michelle Howard, Lori Chamberlain, Bob Washer, Bridget Strang, Scott Glen,
Peter Gonnett

Officers: Lori Cunningham, Russell McCord, Linda DeJong, Marianna Schreeder
Approval of Special Meeting Minutes

Motion: Paul Batz: accept Minutes

Second: Rachel Ritland
Passed without objection
Lori Cunningham welcomed new directors

Lori reminded all that to meet the posting requirement- minutes will be posted on BC
Boards so directors can check them. If no one objects or suggests amendments,
minutes will then be posted on the website.

Website Committee Recommendations for Webmaster- Sue Schoen chair

Rose Kane and Julie Grenfell were recognized for stepping in to fill void after loss of
Heather Nadelman to get us through both Finals.

Tara Fournet was recommended by committee based on her experience with
work on several large trials. She also received positive reviews from a number of
directors who worked with her in the past

Motion: Lori Perry: Tara to be selected as webmaster
Second: Paul Batz

Passed without objection

Finals Debrief
2025 Sheep & Cattle

The trial committee was recognized for their contributions to the success of the sheep
finals. Also acknowledged were the organizational skills of Geri Byrne and the quality of
the venue. Many directors also expressed opinions that this was one of best finals they
had attended.



Cattle: Rachel Ritland reported that the venue and facilities were excellent and
expressed appreciation for the hard work of the Livingstons.

Suggestion for next year: Have clearer listing of what elements are the responsibility of
the host committee v. USBCHA, noting a concern this year was mgt of the Cattle Finals
website.

We are seeking bids for 2027 Sheep & 2026 Cattle Finals

2026 sheep finals will be in California. We are in need 2027 bids by the end of January
with possibility of extending deadline if needed.

2026 Cattle- Have heard from one person who expressed interest in putting in a bid in
the next few months.

-Question: From the Iowa Stockdog Handlers Association: noting USBCHA and NCA
nursery eligibility birthdates differ. Directors determined that since the dual-sanctioning
is a pilot program, we will not consider changes of nursery eligibility birthdates at this
time. Expectation is that all USBCHA sanctioned nursery trials will meet the eligibility
requirements of USBCHA.

-A request was made to add the Canadian Cattledog Association(CCDA) to the pilot
program.

Motion: Peter Gonnet: Add CCDA in pilot program

Second: Scott Glen

Passed without objection

Disciplinary Committee Recommendation-Viki Kidd, Chair

The USBCHA considered a properly filed complaint against Barry Thomlinson for
an incident which occurred at the South Side Ranch SDT.

The Committee found sufficient evidence of violations of the following rules:

G.2.f. Unsportsmanlike conduct. The severity of the unsportsmanlike act will determine
the severity of the resulting disciplinary action.

G.2.i. Using abusive language on the trial field.
G.2.k. Behaving in a manner discrediting to the HA.

Committee recommended Mr. Thomlinson be suspended through the remainder of the
trial year.



Discussion: Director discussed appropriateness of recommended sanctions based on
pattern of behavior and seriousness of infraction

Motion: Peter Gonnet: Sanction Barry Thomlinson for the balance of this trial year,
ending July 31, 2026 and including 2026 Finals.

Second Scott Glen
Passed with no objection
USA World Trial Team

The USA has been allotted two Young Handlers slots-We currently have two
nominations with one nomination for alternate. The deadline for Young Handler
nominations is December 31, 2025. It was suggested this deadline be revised in the
future to allow earlier notification for young handlers.

Young Handler Committee: Lori Perry & Bridget Strang

Plan is that once the selection is made by the committee, Lori Cunningham will contact
the handlers as soon as possible after December 31, 2025.

Disbursal of private fundraising monies from 2023-

Discussion: Opinion HA should not be holding this money since it was privately raised
and not intended to belong to the HA. HA should arrange to hand money over as soon
as possible when an authority is identified to take charge of the money left over from
previous World Trials- raised by private donations. Lori contacted those who raised the
money regarding options to turn over the funds. They expressed desire that the money
be designated for dog travel expenses only.

Motion: Sue Schoen: Inform private fund raisers that an authority to accept
money be determined so HA can return these funds to that group which can distribute
funds as they wish.

Second: Paul Batz
Passed without objection

Stipends from USBCHA general fund were discussed

Motion: Lori Perry: The HA will grant a stipend of $1000 per dog for US and
Canadian team and young handlers payable Sept 1, 2026.

Second: Rachel Ritland
Passed without objection.

Lori reminded BOD that a U.S. World Team Meeting will be held by teleconference Dec
3, 2025 at 8PM EST. All directors were invited to attend.



Current Financial Review Status Update-Marianna Schreeder

Compilation and report were sent to all directors earlier in draft form. Lori
requested that directors not share the draft until the final version was completed.

Marianna has now received final report with no changes. This will be added to website.
Marianna noted she is available to answer any questions.
New Business

A plan was submitted in response to a sanction for a previous grievance filing.
Discussion was tabled until January meeting.

Meeting Adjourned



